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PER CURIAM:*

Louisiana prisoner Larry Lofton, # 99305, appeals the district

court’s denial of his petition for a writ of habeas corpus under 28

U.S.C. § 2254.  Of course, we must examine the issue of subject

matter jurisdiction on our own motion if necessary.  Giannakos v.

M/V BRAVO TRADER, 762 F.2d 1295, 1297 (5th Cir. 1985).  Lofton’s

appeal is from the district court’s resolution of the merits of the



claims he raised in a second, or successive, habeas petition.  But,

the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act (AEDPA), Pub. L.

No. 104-132, 110 Stat. 1214 (1996), requires that a prisoner

seeking to file such a petition first obtain an order from this

court authorizing the district court to consider such a petition.

See 28 U.S.C. § 2244(3)(A).  Because Lofton did not obtain such

permission from this court, the district court was without

jurisdiction to entertain the petition.  See id.  Accordingly, the

judgment is VACATED and the case is REMANDED to the district court

with instructions to dismiss the petition.

     VACATED and REMANDED, WITH INSTRUCTIONS     


