
*  Circuit Judge of the Eighth Circuit, sitting by
designation.

**  Pursuant to 5TH CIR. R. 47.5, the court has determined that
this opinion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the limited circumstances set forth in 5TH CIR. R. 47.5.4.
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PER CURIAM:**

We agree with the district court that the decision of the

police officers to “knock and talk” was reasonable on these facts.

The officers did not smell the odor produced by the manufacture of

methamphetamines, nor see the two anhydrous ammonia tanks on the

porch until they had exited their unmarked car and were approaching
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the front door of the house.  While this confirmed the informant’s

tip and made plain that the officers had probable cause to search,

they were at this point committed to the course which followed.  No

warrant is required to “knock and talk.”  At the same time, police

officers who possess probable cause cannot avoid their obligation

to obtain a warrant by creating exigent circumstances.  While this

is a close case, we are not prepared to say that the district court

was in error.  

AFFIRMED.

  


