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Mario Cortez appeals the 57-nonth sentence i nposed foll ow ng
his plea of guilty to conspiracy with intent to distribute nore
than 100 kil ogranms of marijuana. He argues that the district
court erred by refusing to reduce his advisory guidelines offense
| evel for a mnor or mnimal role in the offense.

Al t hough Cortez may have had the status of a “hired hand,”
he was apprehended whil e | oading 363 kil ograns of marijuana, and
he acconpani ed a shipnent to its destination. Cortez knew the

| eader of the drug conspiracy, knew that person to be a marijuana

" Pursuant to 5THOR R 47.5, the court has determ ned that
this opi nion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the limted circunstances set forth in 5THCQR R 47.5. 4.
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distributor, and resuned his association with that person as soon
as he was released fromprison. The record shows that Cortez was
i nvol ved with nore than 700 kil ogranms of marijuana; he assisted
wth the transportation of at |east two |oads; and he did

what ever the | eader told himto do. The district court did not
commt clear error by refusing to reduce Cortez’ s offense | evel

for his role in the of fense. See United States v. Garcia, 242

F.3d 593, 598 (5th Gr. 2001); United States v. Zuniga, 18 F.3d

1254, 1261 (5th Gr. 1994).

The judgnent of the district court is AFFI RVED



