IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 97-60279
Conf er ence Cal endar

PATRICK L. H GA NS, SR
Pl ai ntiff-Appellant,
vVer sus
STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl ; STEVE W PUCKETT,
Def endant s,
STEVE W PUCKETT,
Def endant - Appel | ee.
Appeal fron1{hé On{téd-s{a{e; ﬁsﬂrict Court
for the Southern District of M ssissipp
USDC No. 3:96c¢cv460LN
Decenber 10, 1997
Bef ore BARKSDALE, BENAVI DES, and STEWART, Circuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *

Patrick J. H ggins, Sr., Mssissippi prisoner # 53197,
appeals the district court’s dismssal of his 42 U S.C. § 1983
action. Higgins argues that the assessnent of fees for
nonener gency nedi cal services pursuant to Mss. Code Ann. § 47-5-

179 (West Supp. 1996) violates his rights under the Ex Post Facto

Cl ause of the United States Constitution. Because neither the

Pursuant to 5THCGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.
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assessnent of nedical fees nor the nonpaynent of the nedical fees
woul d affect the Iength of Hi ggins confinenment, Hi ggins has not
shown that the application of the new statute violated his rights

under the Ex Post Facto d ause. See Lynce v. Mathis, 117 S. C

891, 896 (1997)(a law violates the Ex Post Facto Clause if it is
retrospective and di sadvantages the offender by altering the
definition of crimnal conduct or by increasing punishnment for
of f ense).

AFFI RVED.



