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PER CURI AM *

In challenging his conviction for conspiracy and attenpt to
possess with the intent to distribute cocaine, Ruben Valle Luna
mai nains that three coments by the Assistant United States
Attorney (AUSA) during her closing argunent (1) inproperly inpugned
his right to counsel, (2) interjected personal opinion, and (3)

bol stered the credibility of w tnesses.

Pursuant to 5TH QR R 47.5, the Court has detern ned that
this opinion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the Ilimted circunstances set forth in 5THQR R 47.5. 4.



The comment giving rise to Luna’s inpugning-his-right-to-
counsel contention does not support his argunent. Cf. United
States v. McDonal d, 620 F.2d 559, 564 (5th G r. 1980) (prosecutor’s
coments giving rise to inferences of illegal or unethical acts by
def ense counsel and of the idea that only the guilty need | egal
assi st ance).

The AUSA' s alleged interjection of personal opinion was nade
inrebuttal to Luna s counsel’s argunent that the Governnent showed
confusion; the AUSA's comment did not affect Luna s substantial
rights. See United States v. Thomas, 12 F.3d 1350, 1367 (5th Gr.
1994) .

Finally, Luna’ s counsel did not object to the comments
concerning the credibility of wtnesses, except for the coments
regarding credibility which were expressly tied to the above-
di scussed issue of confusion. Qur review of the comments, in the
context of the total rebuttal argunent and the evi dence adduced at
trial, reveals no plain error. See United States v. Vaccaro, 115
F.3d 1211, 1215-16 (5th Gr. 1997), cert. denied, 118 S. C. 689
(1998); United States v. Carter, 953 F.2d 1449, 1460-61 (5th GCr.
1992) .
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