IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 97-41548
Summary Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA,
Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,

ver sus
JOHN DERRI CK SKI PPER,

Def endant - Appel | ant.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Eastern District of Texas
(1:97-CR-49-1)

Oct ober 30, 1998
Bef ore JOHNSON, H G3 NBOTHAM and DAVIS, G rcuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *

John Derrick Skipper appeals his conviction for two counts of
possessionwithintent to distribute cocai ne base. Skipper argues t hat
the evidence is insufficient tosupport thejury sverdict.! |n support
of his insufficiency argunent, he alleges that the testinony of the
governnent’s confidential informant was not credible.

The standard under which this court reviews a claimof |egal

insufficiencyis whether “arational trier of fact coul d have found t hat

Pursuant to 5th CGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned that this
opi ni on shoul d not be published and i s not precedent except under the
limted circunstances set forth in 5th QR R 47.5.4.

The defendant conplied with FED. R CRIM PrRO. 29(c) to preserve
error on this point.



t he evi dence est abl i shes t he essenti al el enents of t he of fense beyond

a reasonabl e doubt.” United States v. El - Zoubi, 993 F. 2d 442, 445 (5th

Gr. 1993) (citationsomtted). This standard | eaves t he assessnent of
thecredibility of the wtnesses as well as t he wei ght of t he evi dence
W thin the exclusive province of the jury. Seeid. Inreview ng an
i nsufficiency claim we nmust consi der the evidence inthe |ight nost

favorabl e to the governnent. See 3 asser v. United States, 315 U S. 60,

80 (1942); United States v. Bernea, 30 F. 3d 1539, 1551 (5th G r. 1994).

After careful analysis of the record, we find that the evidence was
sufficient to support a reasonable juror’s finding of guilt beyond a
reasonabl e doubt on all of the essential elenents of the charged
of f ense.

AFF| RMED.



