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_______________
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_______________

BARBARA G. HOWARD,
Individually and as Natural Tutrix of

Jonathan Goins and Stuart Goins,
and

CHARLIE HOWARD,

Plaintiffs-Appellants,

VERSUS

WAL-MART STORES INCORPORATED,

Defendant-Appellee.

_________________________

Appeal from the United States District Court
for the Middle District of Louisiana

(95-CV-1538)
_________________________

May 29, 1998

Before JONES, SMITH, and STEWART, Circuit Judges.

PER CURIAM:*

This is a slip-and-fall diversity case in which the jury

awarded $10,000 in compensatory damages and $2,000 in past medical

expenses.  The district court denied plaintiff's motion for
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judgment notwithstanding the verdict (more properly denominated a

motion for judgment as a matter of law) and entered judgment on the

verdict.

In a succinct but comprehensive written ruling entered June 7,

1997, the district court explained the reasons for its decision.

We find those reasons persuasive and affirm on that basis.  We

agree with the district court that plaintiff is barred because of

her failure to move for judgment as a matter of law before the case

went to the jury.  Even if we were to consider the motion now,

however, we also agree with the district court that, under the

evidence presented, there is no reason to disturb the verdict.

AFFIRMED.


