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PER CURI AM *

Mari o Mendez, Jr., federal prisoner # 24717-077, appeals the
denial of his 28 U S.C 8§ 2255 notion. Because Mendez filed his
motion prior to the 24 April 1996 effective date of the
Antiterrorismand Effective Death Penalty Act, he is not required
to obtain a certificate of appealability. See United States v.
Carter, 117 F.3d 262, 264 (5th Cr. 1997).

Mendez contends that his trial counsel was ineffective: (1)
in failing to object to the denial of an offense-|level reduction
for being a mnimal or mnor participant; (2) in not showng a

vi ol ati on of the concurrent-sentence doctrine; (3) in not obtaining

"Pursuant to 5TH QR R 47.5, the Court has determ ned that
this opinion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the limted circunstances set forth in 5THQR R 47.5. 4.



recusal of the district judge; (4) in not objecting to an all eged
vi ol ation of Batson v. Kentucky, 476 U S. 79 (1986); and (5) in not
objecting to a sentence enhancenent for possession of a firearm

We have reviewed the record and Mendez’ s brief, and we AFFI RM
the denial of 8 2255 relief for essentially the reasons given by
the district court. United States v. Mendez, No. 4:96-CV-108-A
(N.D. Tex. Apr. 24, 1996) (unpublished).

The additional claimed bases for ineffective assistance,
raised for the first tinme in Mendez’s reply brief, are not properly
before this court and are not considered. E. g., United States v.
Jackson, 50 F.3d 1335, 1340 n.7 (5th Gr. 1995) (court will not
consider issues raised for first tinme in reply brief).

AFFI RVED



