UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 95-50827
Summary Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA,
Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,
vVer sus
KENT NI GEL WEST,
Def endant - Appel | ant.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court for the
Western District of Texas
( EP- 95- CR-140)

June 27, 1996

Before SM TH, BENAVI DES, and DENNI'S, C rcuit Judges.
PER CURI AM ~

Kent Ni gel West appeal s his conviction and sentence for aiding
and abetting a conspiracy to possess wth intent to distribute
cocai ne. West chall enges the sufficiency of the evidence of guilt.

Because a jury could rationally have found beyond a reasonabl e

Pursuant to Local Rule 47.5, the court has determ ned that
this opinion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the limted circunstances set forth in Local Rule 47.5. 4.



doubt that Wst had associated with and participated in the
crimnal enterprise, participated in the venture, and had sought by
his actions to nmake the venture succeed, we hold that the evidence

of guilt was sufficient to sustain the conviction. See United

States v. Martinez, 555 F.2d 1269, 1271 (5th Gr. 1977).

West al so challenges the district court's calculation of his
sentence under the Sentencing Qi delines. W hold that the
district court did not err in refusing to award a downward
adj ustnment for acceptance of responsibility and did not conmt
clear error inrefusing to hold that West had a mninmal role in the
crimnal venture. See U S S G 88 3BL.2, coment. (n.1l), and

3E1. 1, comment. (n.2); see also United States v. Zuniga, 18 F.3d

1254, 1260-61 (5th Cir.), cert. denied, 115 S. C. 214 (1994).
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