IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 95-50750
Summary Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA,

Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,

ver sus

JAMES BLANTON CHRI STESSON,
a/ k/a Janmes B. Christiansen, Sr.

Def endant - Appel | ant.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Western District of Texas
USDC No. EP-94-CR-216-2

June 19, 1996
Bef ore GARWOOD, W ENER and PARKER, Circuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *

Janes Bl anton Christesson appeals his sentence follow ng a
jury trial conviction for conspiracy to inport mari huana,
i nportation of marihuana, conspiracy to possess mari huana, and
possession with intent to distribute mari huana. He contends that

the district court erred by refusing to depart dowward fromthe

gui del i nes sentence based on either his poor health and advanced

Pursuant to Local Rule 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in Local Rule
47.5. 4.
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age, the over-representation of his crimnal history, or a
conbi nation of the factors.

Because the district court acknow edged the possible reasons
for departing dowward, but refused to do so because it decided
to follow the guidelines, the district court’s refusal to depart

did not violate the | aw. See United States v. MKi nney, 53 F. 3d

664, 677 (5th Gr.), cert. denied, 116 S. C. 261, and cert

denied, 116 S. . 265, and cert. denied, 116 S. C. 431 (1995);

see also United States v. Mdison, 990 F.2d 178, 184 (5th Cr.),

cert. dismssed, 114 S. C. 339 (1993).
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