UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
For the Fifth Crcuit

No. 95-10860
Summary Cal endar

BARBARA SANDERSON, As Next Friend of Brandi Sander son,
a Mnor; SON A Jl MENEZ
Plaintiffs - Appellants
VERSUS

ANSON | NDEPENDENT SCHOOL DI STRI CT; M KE BROVW,
Princi pal of Anson Hi gh School, Anson, Texas

Def endants - Appel |l ees

Appeal fromthe United States District Court
For the Northern District of Texas
(1: 95- CV-086-C)
April 10, 1990

Before Hl GG NBOTHAM DUHE, and EMLIO M GARZA, Circuit Judges.
PER CURI AM !

H gh school seniors who confessed to shoplifting while on a
school -sponsored trip were di sciplined by the principal. They were
not allowed to participate in graduation cerenonies (but did
receive their diplomas), not allowed to participate in a senior
awar ds cerenony and in another school -sponsored trip, and one was

renoved from her position as a class officer. The students sued

Pursuant to Local Rule 47.5, the Court has determned that this
i ni on should not be published and is not precedent except under

1
opi
the limted circunstances set forth in Local Rule 47.5. 4.



the principal and the school district in state court alleging
vi ol ati ons of the due process cl ause of the Fourteenth Anendnent of
the United States Constitution and resul tant causes of action under
8§ 1983, and a defamation claim under Texas state |aw. After
renmoval, the district court granted defendants’ notion to dism ss
for failure to state a claimunder Rule 12(Db)6.

The students appeal and we affirmessentially for the reasons
stated by the district court. The students have failed to state
either a property or a liberty interest in nere participation in
school cerenonies or extra-curricular activities or in holding a
position as a class officer.

Before this Court, the students advance for the first tinme
equal protection clains. W do not address clains such as these

raised for the first tinme on appeal. Goff v. Taylor, 812 F. 2d 931,

933 (5th Gir. 1987).

The state | aw defamation cl ai magai nst the principal and the
district were properly dismssed as they are inmmune under Texas
|aw. Jones v. Houston Ind. School Dist., 979 F.2d 1004 (5th Gr.
1992) .

AFFI RVED.



