IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 92-5080
Conf er ence Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,
ver sus

JI MW DALE MARTI N
and Rl CHARD EUGENE DAI NS,

Def endant s- Appel | ant s.
Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Eastern District of Texas
USDC No. 1:92CR40-3
June 25, 1993
Before POLI TZ, Chief Judge, WENER, and DeM3SS, Circuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *
A police officer may conduct a brief investigatory stop of a

vehicle and its occupants, w thout probable cause, based solely

on the "reasonabl e suspicion" that the person is engaged, or

about to be engaged, in crimnal activity. United States v.

Garcia, 942 F.2d 873, 876 (5th Cr. 1991), cert. denied, 112 S
Ct. 989 (1992). "Reasonable suspicion” is considerably |less than

that required to show probabl e cause. United States v. Wangl er,

987 F.2d 228, 230 (5th Cr. 1993). To satisfy the Fourth

Local Rule 47.5 provides: "The publication of opinions
that have no precedential value and nerely decide particular
cases on the basis of well-settled principles of |aw inposes
needl ess expense on the public and burdens on the |egal
profession.” Pursuant to that Rule, the Court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published.
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Amendnent, there nmust be a "mninmal |evel of objective

justification for the officer's actions, neasured in light of the

totality of the circunstances.”" 1d. (internal quotations and
citations omtted). |In addition, reasonabl e suspicion need not
be based nerely on personal observation. 1d. |f based on other

information, the question becones whether that information
possessed "indicia of reliability.” Id.

The information that led the officers to suspect that Jinmmy
Dale Martin was involved in crimnal activity had m ninumindicia
of reliability. 1In light of the totality of the circunstances,
the officers were justified in apprehending Martin and the other
occupant of the pickup truck, R chard Dains. The police
officers, therefore, had, at the very |east, reasonabl e suspicion
to stop them After the officers saw the gun in the floorboard
of the truck, there was probable cause to arrest Martin and Dains
because of the illegal handgun possession. See Tex. PeNAL Cope
ANN. 8 46.02(a) (West 1989). After the |lawful arrest, the police

officers were entitled to search the vehicle. See New York v.

Bel ton, 453 U.S. 454, 460, 101 S. Ct. 2860, 69 L. Ed. 2d 768
(1981).
AFFI RVED



