IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 02-50122
Summary Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA,

Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,
vVer sus
JOSEPH DUSSAULT,

Def endant - Appel | ant.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Western District of Texas
USDC No. SA-00-CR-360-4

* November 8, 2002
Bef ore BARKSDALE, DeMOSS, and BENAVIDES, G rcuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *

Joseph Dussault (“Dussault”) appeals his jury convictions
for conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute cocai ne and
aiding and abetting the attenpt to possess cocaine. He argues
that the district court abused its discretion in excluding the
testinony of Dussault’s nother, Karen Lerma (“Lerma”), who woul d

have testified before the jury that she had been di agnosed with

cancer prior to Dussault’s involvenent in the drug conspiracy and

Pursuant to 5THCGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.
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that Dussault wanted to make noney so that he could travel to
Lerma’s hone to hel p her.

The district court did not abuse its discretion in excluding
the testinony; the testinony was not relevant to the four
el ements of the duress defense that Dussault needed to prove in

order to prevail on the defense. See United States v.

Her nandez- Guevara, 162 F.3d 863, 869 (5th Cr. 1998); United

States v. Posada-Rios, 158 F.3d 832, 873 (5th Cr. 1998).

AFFI RVED.



