IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 00-40574
Conf er ence Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA,

Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,
vVer sus
JESUS JAVI ER GUTI ERREZ,

Def endant - Appel | ant.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Southern District of Texas
USDC No. C-00-CR-1-1
Before DAVIS, STEWART, and PARKER, Circuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *

Jesus Javier CQutierrez appeals the sentence inposed by the
district court following his guilty-plea conviction for
possession with intent to distribute approxi mately 385 kil ograns
of cocaine. Qutierrez argues that the district court erred in
denying his request for a reduction in his offense |evel based on
his mnor role in the offense. Because Qutierrez played an
inportant role in the distribution of the cocaine by transporting

a large quantity of cocaine into the United States through the

border patrol checkpoint, the district court did not err in

Pursuant to 5THCGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.
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finding that he was not a mnor participant, and therefore, he
was not entitled to a reduction in his offense | evel under

8§ 3B1.2 of the United States Sentencing CGuidelines. See United

States v. Val encia-Gonzales, 172 F.3d 344, 346 (5th Cr.), cert.

denied, 120 S. . 222 (1999); United States v. Marnolejo, 106

F.3d 1213, 1217 (5th Gr. 1997).
AFFI RVED.



