IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 00-21089
Summary Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA,
Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,
vVer sus
LAC HONG TRAN, known as Chi nh,
Def endant - Appel | ant.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Southern District of Texas
USDC No. H- 00-CR-238-3

Decenber 23, 2002
Bef ore H G3 NBOTHAM SM TH, and CLEMENT, G rcuit Judges.

PER CURI AM *

Lac Hong Tran appeal s his guilty-plea conviction for extortion
and conspiracy to commt extortion in violation of the Hobbs Act,
18 U.S.C. 8 1951. He contends that the factual basis for his plea,
if accepted as true, is insufficient as a matter of law to
establish a substantial effect oninterstate cormerce. The factual

basis established that Tran regularly extorted noney from | ocal

"Pursuant to 5TH QR R 47.5, the court has determnm ned that
this opinion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the limted circunstances set forth in 5THCQR R 47.5. 4.



busi nesses engaged in interstate comerce and that his acts of
extortion depleted the assets of the businesses.

The governnent need only show that “the defendant’s conduct is
of a general type which, viewed in the aggregate, affects
interstate comrerce substantially.”? An “extortionate act that
depletes the assets of a comercial enterprise, inpairing or
delaying its ability to buy goods or services in interstate
conmerce, satisfies the jurisdictional test.”?

Tran’s conviction and sentence are AFFI RVED

! United States v. Robinson, 119 F.3d 1205, 1208 (5th Cir.
1997) .

2 1d. at 1212.



