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PER CURIAM:*

The district court dismissed the Appellant’s claims on January

6, 2005.  The clerk of court received the Appellant’s notice of

appeal and entered it into the record March 23, 2005.  Rule 4 of

the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure requires parties in civil

litigation to file a notice of appeal within thirty days of the
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judgment or order being challenged.  FED. R. APP. P. 4(a)(1)(4), 28

U.S.C. § 2107(a) (2000).  The Appellant failed to meet this

requirement.  This Court directed the parties to address the

timeliness of the notice of appeal in their briefs.  The Appellant

failed to do so.

This Court cannot hear the merits of an untimely appeal

because it lacks jurisdiction.  See Torres v. Oakland Scavenger

Co., 487 U.S. 312, 315 (1988).  Therefore, the appeal is dismissed.

DISMISSED.


