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PER CURIAM:*

The court has carefully considered this appeal in light
of the briefs, oral argument and pertinent portions of the record.
The factual basis for the trial court’s imposition of sanctions
does not appear to be clearly erroneous.  We conclude, however,
that the amount of sanctions imposed represents an abuse of
discretion, given such factors as the short time between
plaintiffs’ discovery that they were mistaken about the factual
basis for the lawsuit and their offer to dismiss the case.  Under
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all the circumstances, the sanction should not have exceeded
$11,500.00.

The judgment is AFFIRMED as MODIFIED to reflect a
sanction award of $11,500.00.


