IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 99-41215
Summary Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA,
Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,
vVer sus
PATRI CI A TORRES,

Def endant - Appel | ant.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court for the
Eastern District of Texas
USDC No. 1:99-CR-44-2

Novenber 20, 2000
Before JOLLY, JONES, and BENAVIDES, Circuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *

Patricia Torres appeals fromher conviction for her rolein a
fraudul ent cash checking schene. Torres argues that there was
insufficient evidence to support the jury's finding of qguilt
because t here was no eyewi tness or fingerprint evidence |inking her
directly to the offense. She also argues that the jury
i nperm ssibly convicted based on her association wth famly

menbers who were convicted in the cash checki ng schene.

"Pursuant to 5TH QR R 47.5, the court has determ ned that
this opinion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH CR R 47.5. 4.



The jury rationally could have found that the evidence
presented at trial established that Torres was i nvol ved i n the cash

checking schene. See United States v. H ckman, 151 F. 3d 446, 454

(5th Gr. 1998). The jury exam ned fraudulent alien registration
cards that were used as identification to cash stolen United States
Treasury checks. The jury could have concluded from other
phot ographi c evidence and its in-person observations that the
person depicted on two of the fraudulent registration cards was
Torres. Although famlial relationships alone will not support a
conviction, the jury could have conbined Torres’ relationship with
other <circunstantial evidence, specifically the photographic

evi dence, to support a conviction. See United States v. Burton,

126 F. 3d 666, 670 (5th Gr. 1997). Accordingly, Torres’ conviction
and sentence are

AFFI RMED



