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Plaintiff Ibrahim a Lebanese citizen and | awful permanent
resident of the United States since 1977, filed a naturalization
application (“N-400) on May 5, 2004. After nore than 120 days had
passed without a determ nation on his N400, Ibrahim pursuant to
8 U S.C. § 1447, applied to the United States District Court in the
district of his residence for a hearing on the matter. At a bench
trial addressing the matter, the district judge denied |brahims

application based on his failure to neet both the residency

" Pursuant to 5THOR R 47.5, the court has determ ned that
this opi nion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the limted circunstances set forth in 5THCQR R 47.5. 4.
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requi renents and good noral character requirenent, both of which
are necessary for naturalization
Nat ural i zation is not a natural right but a privilege. Taylor

v. United States, 231 F.2d 856, 858 (5th Gr. 1956). The burden to

prove that all of the statutory qualifications entitling one to
this privilege rests with the applicant and all doubt is resolved
in favor of the Governnent. 1d. at 858. Under 8 U.S.C. § 1427(a),
an applicant nust show that he neets both the good noral character
requi renment and the residency requirenents.

Because Ibrahim has failed to show that he neets the good
moral character requirenent, we need not reach the residency
requirenents. 8 U . S.C. 8 1427(e) provides that the inquiry into
good noral character is not limted solely to the five years
preceding the filing of the naturalization application.
Additionally, 8 U S. C. 1101(f) provides, “For purposes of this
chapter, no person shall be regarded as, or found to be, a person
of good noral character who, during the period for which good noral
character is required to be established, is, or was...(6) one who
has given fal se testinony for the purpose of obtaining any benefits
under this chapter.” The record indicates that |[|brahim was
arrested four tinmes and fled the United States twice in order to
avoi d prosecution. Furthernore, there are nunerous instances
wthin the record of Ibrahims false testinony on his N-400 and at
the bench trial offered in an attenpt to secure his status as a

naturalized citizen of the United States. Therefore, we find error
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neither in the district court’s determ nation that |brahi mwas not
a person of good noral character and nor its ruling that he should
not becone a naturalized citizen.

We AFFI RM



