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Juan Carl os Vargas, a native and citizen of El Sal vador,
petitions this court for review of the decision of the Board of
| mm gration Appeals’ (“BIA’) affirmance of the Inmgration
Judge’s (“1J”) denial of his applications for asylum and
w t hhol di ng of renoval. Vargas asserts that he has suffered past
persecution and fears future persecution on account of his
i nputed political opinion as a result of his famly having strong

ties tothe mlitary.

" Pursuant to 5THOR R 47.5, the court has determ ned that
this opi nion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the limted circunstances set forth in 5THCQR R 47.5. 4.
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Al t hough Vargas identifies the standard of review for
wi t hhol di ng of renoval applications, he fails to address the
issue in the body of the brief. Accordingly, the w thhol ding of

renoval claimis deened abandoned. See Cal deron-Onti veros V.

NS, 809 F.2d 1050, 1052 (5th Cir. 1986).
When, as here, the BI A adopts without opinion the 1J's

decision, this court reviews the 1J' s deci sion. Gonez-Mejia V.

INS, 56 F.3d 700, 702 (5th Gr. 1995). Here, the 1J's

determ nation that Vargas has not shown past persecution or a
wel | founded fear of future persecution if returned to E

Sal vador was supported by substantial evidence. |1d.

Accordi ngly, Vargas’ petition for review is DEN ED



