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PER CURI AM *

Claimng a comon-law marriage had existed, Elna P. Davis
appeal s the district court’s judgnent affirm ng the denial of her
application for wdow s insurance benefits wunder 42 U S C
8§ 402(e)(1). Davis contends: (1) the errors in the Admnsitrative
Law Judge’s (ALJ) witten findings were not harmess; (2) the
Comm ssioner used the wong |egal standard; and (3) the decision
was not supported by substantial evidence. (Because the cerenoni al

marri age occurred | ess than ni ne nont hs before the husband' s deat h,

Pursuant to 5THCGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.



see 42 U.S.C. 8§ 416(c)(5), the clainmed common-law marriage is at
i ssue.)

Qur review “is limted to determ ning whether [the] decision is
supported by substantial evidence and whether the proper |egal
standards were applied”. Ripley v. Chater, 67 F. 3d 552, 555 (5th Cr
1995). Along this line, we “nmay not reweigh the evidence, try the
i ssues de novo, or substitute our judgnent for that of the Secretary”.
Haywood v. Sullivan, 888 F.2d 1463, 1466 (5th Cr. 1989)(citation
omtted). The errors contained in the ALJ' s findings were harnl ess
in the light of the explanations contained in the ALJ' s decision
Texas Famly Code 8 2.401 (elenments for conmon-law marriage) was
properly applied. Finally, a reasonable m nd could accept the bases
for the Comm ssioner’s denial; the Comm ssioner’s finding that Davis
was not comon-law married to Robert Cantrell Feanster is deened
conclusive. See 42 U S.C. 8§ 405(g); R chardson v. Perales, 402 U S
389, 390, 401 (1971).
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