IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 01-50493
Conf er ence Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA,

Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,
vVer sus
JUAN CARLOS SERRANOG

Def endant - Appel | ant.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Western District of Texas
USDC No. DR-00-CR-319-1
 April 11, 2002

Before SM TH, DeMOSS, and PARKER, Circuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *

Juan Carl os Serrano appeals the sentence he received after
he pl eaded guilty to possessing and to inporting | ess than 50
kil ograns of marijuana. Serrano argues that the district court
erred when it determned that four prior marijuana | oads he
confessed to inporting prior to the instant offense constituted
rel evant conduct under U S.S.G § 1B1.3(a)(2). Gven the degree
of simlarity in the nodus operandi of the prior |oads and the

instant offense, the district court’s determ nation that the

prior | oads were rel evant conduct under 8 1B1.3 is not error.

Pursuant to 5THCGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.
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United States v. Ocana, 204 F.3d 585, 589 (5th Gr.), cert.

deni ed, 531 U.S. 880 (2000).
AFFI RVED.



