IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 01-21253
Summary Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA,
Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,
vVer sus
ONE (1) ROLEX WATCH, Serial #A328055,
Def endant ,

SI KAN ESSI EN
Appel | ant.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Southern District of Texas
USDC No. H 01-CV-105

 June 18, 2002
Bef ore DeMOSS, PARKER, and DENNIS, G rcuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *

Si kan Essi en appeal s the default judgnent entered in favor of
the Government in this 18 U.S.C. § 981 civil forfeiture proceeding
agai nst One Rol ex Watch, serial #A328055. Essien argues that the
search of his residence and the sei zure of the Rol ex watch viol at ed

his Fourth Amendnent rights; the district court erred in hol ding

that he was collaterally estopped from chall engi ng the sei zure of

Pursuant to 5THCGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.
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t he wat ch because he pleaded guilty to four counts of possessi on of
counterfeit checks; the Governnent was required to file a
forfeiture action within 90 days after a claimwas filed for the
return of the seized property; and the Governnent did not present
any evidence show ng that the watch was purchased wth proceeds
derived froma federal crine. Because this forfeiture proceeding
comenced on August 22, 2000, prior to the August 23, 2000,
effective date of the Cvil Asset Forfeiture Reform Act (CAFRA),
CAFRA is inapplicable to this case. See Pub. L. No. 106-185 § 21,
114 Stat. 202. Essien did not file a verified claimas required by
Rule C(6) of the Supplenental Rules for Certain Admralty and
Maritime C ains. Therefore, the district court did not err in
entering a default judgnent in favor of the Governnent. See 18

US C § 981(b)(2); United States v. One 1988 Dodge Pickup, 959

F.2d 37, 42 n.6 (5th Cr. 1992); United States v. $38,570 United

States Currency, 950 F.2d 1108, 1113 (5th Gr. 1992).

AFFI RMED.



