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Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Eastern District of Louisiana
USDC No. 3: 02-CV-3145

Before KING Chief Judge, and DAVI S and STEWART, Circuit Judges.
PER CURI AM ~

Kaschandra S. Greer, individually and as the daughter of/and
representative of the estate of Donnie Janes, appeals the

district court’s sunmary-judgnent dism ssal of her civil rights

" Pursuant to 5THOR R 47.5, the court has determ ned that
this opi nion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the limted circunstances set forth in 5THCQR R 47.5. 4.



No. 04-30466
-2

conplaint under 42 U S.C. § 1983. Janes died while inprisoned at
Washi ngton Correctional Institute (WCl) after falling into a
di abetic ketoacidotic cona.

Greer argues that the district court erred in determ ning
that Dr. Quyen Tran, a doctor at WCI, did not personally act with
deliberate indifference to Janes’s serious nedical needs in
violation of Janmes’s Eighth Anendnent rights. However, Tran
tested for and rul ed out diabetes nellitus shortly after Janes’s
arrival at WCOI, and there is no indication in the record,
including Tran’s affidavit, that Tran knew either that Janmes was
di abetic or that Janes experienced any synptons before falling
into a diabetic ketoacidotic coma. Accordingly, the district
court did not err in granting summary judgnent on this issue.

See Farner v. Brennan, 511 U S. 825, 847 (1994); Little v. Liquid

Air Corp., 37 F.3d 1069, 1075 (5th G r. 1994)(en banc)
(unsubstantiated assertions are not sufficient to satisfy a

nonnmovant’s sumrary judgnent burden); Varnado v. Lynaugh, 920

F.2d 320, 321 (5th Gr. 1991).

Greer also argues that the district court erred in
determ ning that Tran, fornmer W warden Edgar Day, Jr., and
Loui si ana Departnment of Corrections Secretary Richard Stadler, in
their supervisory capacities, did not violate Janes’s Eighth
Amendnent rights by their deliberate indifference to Janes’s
serious nedical needs by failing to train subordinate officers in

the appropriate manner to recogni ze and treat Janes’s condition.
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However, Greer does not indicate which officers, if any, were

i nappropriately trained. Furthernore, nothing in the record

i ndicates that Janmes in fact exhibited or conpl ai ned of the
synptons that normally precede a diabetic coma or that any
officers witnessed any of these synptons. Because G eer has not
shown that the appellants’ training of officers had any causal
connection with the alleged constitutional violation, the
district court did not err in granting sumrary judgnent on this

i ssue. See Thonpson v. Upshur County, 245 F.3d 447, 459 (5th

Cr. 2001); Little, 37 F.3d at 1075; Thonpkins v. Belt, 828 F.2d

298, 304 (5th Gr. 1987).

Greer further contends that a policy described on W
medi cal request forns unconstitutionally deters prisoners from
seeking treatnent and denonstrates the defendants’ deliberate
i ndi fference toward Janes and ot her prisoners. However, Geer
has not alleged any facts indicating that the policy in fact
deterred Janes from seeki ng nedical attention. Furthernore,
prison nedical records indicate that Janes regularly visited the
infirmary and that he had declared hinself a nedical enmergency in
the past in spite of the policy. The district court did not err
in determning that there was no genui ne issue of material fact

concerning this issue. See Little, 37 F.3d at 1075; Thonpkins,

828 F.2d at 304.

AFFI RVED.



