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Al bani an citizen Kl odi an Hoxha petitions for review of the
deci sion of the Bureau of Inmm gration Appeals (BIA) denying his
application for asylumand w thhol ding of renoval. Hoxha's
petition is denied.

Substanti al evidence supports the determ nation of the
| mm gration Judge (1J) that Hoxha has no well-founded fear of

persecution should he be returned to Al bania. See Faddoul v.

INS, 37 F.3d 185, 188 (5th Cr. 1994). Hoxha' s testinony

established that he personally was briefly detained during an

" Pursuant to 5THOR R 47.5, the court has determ ned that
this opi nion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the limted circunstances set forth in 5THCQR R 47.5. 4.
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el ection dispute and was verbally threatened by police and
menbers of the Socialist Party. However, he was not physically
injured and evidently was free to nove around the country to work
and take care of his grandnother. |t was unclear from Hoxha's
testi nony whether his grandfather, brother, and sister were
victins of the Socialist Party or of crimnals.

The 1J did not err by relying on materials prepared by the
State Departnent when neking the determ nation whet her Hoxha

shoul d be granted asylum See Rojas v. INS, 937 F.3d 186, 190

n.1 (5th Gr. 1991). Those materials indicated that the
Socialist Party is not engaged in persecution of its opponents
and that Al bania is a functioning denocracy with conpetitive

el ections that are relatively fair and free. However, the
country has chronic crine issues, and |local police evidently
engage in brutal conduct. Moreover, Hoxha s testinony indicated

that he could relocate within Albania if necessary. See Lopez-

Gonez v. Ashcroft, 263 F.3d 442, 445 (5th Gr. 2001).

PETI TI ON DEN ED.



